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of antiquity, 

d the ſublimeſt conceptions of the Supreme 
Being and his moral Attributes, and made the deep - 
eſt reſearches into the human mind, the patient Job, 


the holy David, and the heaven - inſtructed Solomon, 
terminated. their religious enquiries with the ſame 
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concluſion, and expreſſed it almoſt in the fime | 4 
words, © The fear of the Lord, that i is wiſdem; and 5 | 
to depart from evil is underſtanding.” Job. xXVIII, | 
28. Pf. cxl. 10. Nob, „ o. fl 


* * 
* 


In oppoſition to this juſt ſentiment, to every dic- — 
tate of reaſon, and to every feeling of the human 
heart, tho Phitoſophy of modern Free-thinkers re- 


* 


preſents this fear of God as weak, irrational, ſer- „ 
vile, and unmanly ; working wonders perhaps e 
among the vulgar, by acting upon the mere fimpli- - 

city of babes and fucklings; but as unworthy of the 

liberal, refined, and ſhed part of mankind, who. 5 


look upon the pious narrations of future rewards 
and puniſhments as no better than children tales, 


— 
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or the amuſements of the mere a 


g the human mind from the gloomy vaſſalage 


9 


facred armoury of divine truth: the ſpecious fallacy | 
was expoſed ir all its deformity, andſunk, we hoped 
for ever, in contempt arid infamy. But infidelity / 


* 


of ſuperſtitions dread, diſſolves the obligation of all 

morality, by deſtroying the vital principle of all Re- 
ligion, which has its foundation in the fear of God: 
indeed in the room of this it has graciouſſy ſubſti · 
tuted a taſte, an impreſſion of the decorum and grace 
of actions, the harmony and numbers of the heart, 


and the beauty of the affections: theſe-indeed are 


Þlendid words, and make a figure amidſt the futi- 


ty of modern Platoniſm; but they have no ſub- 
1 5 . no foundation, no r no Dn 


Our wiſe and pious fathers. flow the th 


| 3 of this looſe principle, and oppoſed. it with 


firong and convincing arguments drawn from the 


was then only in its non-age; it is now arrived at 


is full maturity, erects its hideous front with more 
Grips Siler ‚ e 


tor 


1 


tor ind Governor of the world, deifies its own un- 


hallowed Reaſon, and attempts to place it in the 


throne of the Almighty. Such ever 1s the progreſ- 2 
five growth of impiety; out of the Serpent's root 
comes forth a Cockatrice, and his fruit i is a fiery 


m_ Dragon.” {/az. XIV. 29. 


| But it is not in "OY nature © of things that the miſ- 
chief ſhould ſtop here. : Religion and civil Go- 


vernment are ſo cloſely connected, their intercourſe 


of good offices mutually aſſiſting each other, and 


their united influence co-operating for the welfare | 


of mankind, that the ſame irreligious ſpirit which 


ſtrives to aboliſn the one, has the ſame malignant 


tendency to ſubvert the other; or, in more appro- 


priated language, the ſame evil heart of unbelief, 


vhich prompts men to depart from the living God, 


prompts them to reject the authority of the King. | 


Well therefore has St. Peter joined theſe two pre- 


cepts e 4 ＋ ear l Honour the King, a8 
all 


11% 


all the bleſſings of religion and ſocial. nn 
ariſe from this ſacred union. 


The Wiſdom of a which was * ſet up from 
everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the carth 
was,” declared of old By me kings reign.” Un- 
der the influence of the ſame Divine Wiſdom, St. 
Paul inculcates ſubjection to the higher Powers, 
| becauſe the Powers that be, are ordained of 
 God;” becauſe the Ruler is the Miniſter of God. 
Rom. x11. But the Wiſdom of our reforming Phi- 
loſophers teaches us that the King is the Creature 
and the Servant of the People, their Miniſter. to 
execute their pleaſure, accountable to them, ſubject | 
to their controul, and liable to be removed at their 
ſovereign will ;” nay that even the laws themſelves 
cannot ſtand before this ſelf-ordained power, that 
they are enacted by the People, and to be reſcinded 


at their pleaſure. ; Thus have ny taken counſel to- 
= * A Lad 


- * 6:1 


leer againſt the Lord and CTY" the Kids, and in 
their vain imagination deviſed a more perfect ſyſtem 

of Civil Polity i in (N. 1.) the Rights of Man; by which 
liberal Code treaſon, rebellion, ſacrilege, plunder, 

and the moſt horrid murders are ſanctifed. We 
loſe indeed our Religion, our King, the protection 
of the Laws, and che good order of civil ſociety: 
as a compenſation we acquire a Philoſophy which 
Common Senſe diſavows, an eſtabliſhment of the 
Natural Rights and Equality of men which Nature 
never knew, and the Supremacy of the People 
which muſt end, as it 1 in confuſion,  miſrule, 


5 and every evil work. 


But it is not in ſuch ſchools, nor from ſuch teach- 
ers, that we are to learn our duty. If we would 
check the progreſs of theſe licentious and deſolating 
| principles, if we have a with to ſecure our civil Go- 


vernment on its proper and ſolid baſis, let us unite 
with 


E 


with fervent zeal to recall Religion, enforce its 
ſanctions, and aſſert its authority oer PUT: lives "9 


abiLong;: : 
4 „dhe fear of the Lord is the beginning of viſ- 
dom:”: it is the foundation of all Religion. Our 


own nature, and the conſtitution of things around 


us, impreſs this reverential awe deep on our minds. 
We know, we feel ourſelves: to be created and de- 
pendent Beings: hence we acknowlege an almighty 


Creator and ſupreme Governour. All the works of 
: this {tupendous ſyſtem, of which Man 1s a Part, are 
formed with the conſummate order; the ſame 
great law of harmony holds its force in the moral 


world; we ſee that every perverſion of the natural 


order of things is attended with natural evil; and 


we feel that every deviation from the moral law 


of order is productive of moral evil and its per - 


nicious effects both on ſocieties and individuals; 
hence 


W 


To 8 1 
hence our idea of God's Moral evers, Our 
Conſcience, that moral feeling of the human heart, 
aſſures us that we muſt be accountable to the Au- 
thor of our Being for every violation of his laws; 
and our natural ſenſe of juſtice is a ſevere monitor 
to us that every act of diſobedience will be recom- | 
penſed with a proportionate puniſhment. 80 that 
it is not only becoming ſuch a creature as man, but 
it! is the law of his nature to fear the Lord his 
God, to walk i in all his ways, and to keep the com- 

| mandments of the Lord; ” for © by the fear of the 

Lord men depart from evil; Prov. xvi. 6. Know- 
ing this, that the Lord our God is God of Gods, 5 

and Lord of Lords, a great God and a terrible.” 
Deut. x. 12—17, Great and marvelous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are. thy 
ways, thou King of Saints. Who ſhall not fear 
thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy Py name ; for _ 


only art holy! I Rev. XV. g. 0 750 


N 
* 


19 
The ſame divine authority, which commands this 
firſt great duty, gives its ſanction to the ſecond pre- 
cept, and enforces the honour due to the King; 


the one ſupports Religion in its truth and purity, 
the other ſecures Civil Government in equity and 
peace. This is the appointment of our gracious 


Creator, who intended that Man ſhould be as happy 


as his ſituation in this world, and his own conduct, 


will permit, and therefore formed him with a diſ- 
Poſition to ſociety, and with powers and affections 
to enjoy the bleſſings of it; in conſequence of this, 
Whatever Powers are neceſl: ary to maintain the good 
order of this ſocial ſtate, they are the . Ordinance 
of God;” fo near is the relation between theſe two 


duties, to fear God, and to honour the King. Thus 
St. Paul declares himſelf expreſsly and decidedly, 
There is no Power, but of God: | whoſoever there-. 


fore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 


God. The Ruler is the Miniſter of God to thee 


for good. He is ; alſo the Miniſter of God, a Re- 
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venger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil ; 
for he þeareth not the ſword in vain.” SubjeQion 
therefore 1s urged upon us not only through fear of 
the avenging ſword, but alſo from a conſcientious 
ſenſe of duty. 5 


The Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt can re- 


ceive their inſtructions only from the Goſpel, from 


the commands and example of their bleſſed Lord 
and his holy Apoſites ; theſe uniformly. enjoin obe- 


dience to the Supreme M agiſtrate; we dare not 
teach any other doctrine; we dare not be falſe to 


our heavenly Maſter: ſhould the ſervants of the 


Prince of Peace, in a pretended diſcharge of our 


office, attempt to enflame the minds of men, and 
rouſe them to diſcord and ſedition, all good men 


would turn from us with abhorrence as traitors to 
our country, rebels to our King, and apoſtates from 


our God. But let us not, becauſe we exhort every 
foul to be ſubje& to the higher Powers, let us not 


On 


L = 
on this account be calumniated as blind and n 
aſſertors of I know not, dle divine right 
in Kings to govern wrong: we are taught, and we 
teach, to © render to all their dues; tribute to 
whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear 
to whom fear, honour to whom | honour :” at the 
ſame time we know, we feel, that we are members 
of the community, we claim the rights of citizens, 
and we have the cauſe of civil hberty warm at our 
hearts: we have two Maſters, God and the King; 
happy in this, that the ſervice of both is perfect 
freedom, for © where the ſpirit of the Lord 1 is, there 


is liberty”) religious and civil. 410 7 


Liberty is effchnial to ee happineſs is the 
offspring of ſociety; ſociety is ſupported by law: 
therefore all laws, which are founded on equity, 
and have the wellfare of mankind for their end, 


though framed by human prudence, are emana- 
tions from the Wiſdom of God, and ratified by his 
authority. 


4 
« . A — — 


tw l 


authority. 0 The Laus of every civil community 


are the conditions of peace among its members.“ 


Dr. Balguy. The laws of this kingdom have veſted 


the executive power of the ſtate in the King ; and, 
to enable him to diſcharge this high office, have 


armed him with the whole force of the community; 
(a) they give him dignity, ſupremacy, and majeſty; 


they annex inviolability to his perſon; they declare 


him the arbiter of peace and war, the ſource of 
Juſtice and judgment, and the fountain of honour. 


This is an important, an awful, a ſacred truſt; but 
it is a truſt for the public good: the ſame laws, 


which give this high authority to the King, have 


not only preſcribed its bounds, beyond which it 
cannot paſs, but they have directed the exertion of 
it ſolely to the protection, the happineſs, and the 
Wenn of the: nn. ( 3) . Mun poorer the 


g he can have no power againſt the laws; 
hence the political . « The King can do no 


WI Ong ; 28 
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wrong;” 0 as hes «he can do nothing but 
what he can do by the law;” (4) ſhould he com 
mand any act in violation of the laws, the command 
5 would be a mere nullity ; and the perſon, who 
. ſhould execute fach mandate, would be amenable 
to the laws, and puniſhable by them, that 1s, by 
that very Power, againſt whom his own command 
is no juſtifxcation or protection. That the royal 
power may never be abuſed to any act of injuſtice; 
oppreſſion, or tyranny, by the law and antient uſage 
of this realen, the King, before the imperial crown is 
placed upon his head, is required: publickly to fake 
a ſolemm oath « that he will' govern the people of 
= ingdom according to the flatutes im Parliament 
ages on, and the laws and cuſtoms of the ſame; 
_ that he will to his power cauſe law ard juſtice in 
mercy to be exceed in all his judginents : and that 
| he will to the utmoſt of his power maintain the 
laws of God, and the true profeſſion of the Goſpel; 
To S 072: 3 


5 24 3 
and the proteſtant. reformed. Reigen. eſtabliſhed 


* * * 
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(5) The requiſition of this oath feems to have 


been a fundamental principle in the civil poli yo # 


this kingdom from the earlieſt ages, of which we 
have any authentic records, down. the preſent, times. 


(6) Our anceſtors were not «enveloped in dark- 
neſs and ignorance; liberty ſhone upon them i in 
its full ſplendor ; and if any of their Kings at- 
the bounds of his legitimate 


tempted to o 
| authority, their High ſpirit ithrnelliatkly took fire, 
they knew how to aſſert their rights, and repel the 
inroad; their wiſdom and valour vreſted from op- 
preſſive Kings many reſtricting Laws and Charters of 
Rights, as the occaſions required: - theſe, are the 
| foundation of thoſe ſtatutes, Which fix the bounds 
of the regal power, and are the glory as well as 


the en of the Proſent, we. hope too of future 


i | | — 55 | 28 | ages. 
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E 1 
ages. (7) Nor is this liiniwtion to be conſidered 
as a diminution of the power of the King; it ra- 
ther gives dignity, life, and vigour to it. To the 
| Sovereign is given the power of doing whatever is 
right; hence; the divine command of ſubmiſſion to- 
'\for a all ſuch power is from God, who 
is the fount in of goodneſs : : but the power of do- 
ing ill is from the kingdom of darkneſs, and, like . 


darkneſs, 18 rather a privation than an active 


his authority, 


energy. 1 „ „ 


The Preacher, 1 3 to political 78 
cuſſions i in this place, which ought to be ſacred to 
the great offices of morality and the divine truths 
of, religion, hopes to be excuſed. for holding. out 
the Laws of God in one hand, and the Statutes of. 
the Realm in the other, and from both enforcing 
the duty of obedience to the Sovereign, as thoſe 
_ deelare him to be, and theſe, cautiouſly provide that 
he aki be © the Miniſter of God to us for good. r 
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| 3 
But farther than a view of theſe conflitutional obliga- 
tions to the juſt execution of the laws, the ſpirit of 
the times, and the aweful ſolemnity of this day 

may perhaps juſtify a brief conſideration of the 

F 3 and n with which the n themſelves 
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To this audience more is not neceſſary tler 
barely to mention the conſtituent parts of the legif- 

lative power; it is not neceſſary here to define their 
ſeparate rights; ſuffice it to obſerve that one of 

theſe parts conſiſts of the Repreſentatives of the 
People, men of liberal education and large pro- 
perty, taken from the maſs of the community, en- 
truſted with a ſhare of this high power for a limited 

= . | time, and after that time to return again to the pri- 
1 wate flation. Next to thefe ſtand the Nobility of 
= the Realm, (8) an auguſt affembly of hereditary 
Counſellors of the Crown and Protectors of the 

People ; this leftrious order © creates and preſerves 
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that gradual ſcale of dignity, which riſes from " 


peaſant to the prince, and giyes Rtability t9 g vern: 
ment.“ The Sovereign, who in his political e 


2 i 


regal capacity is a Corporation Sole, forms the brit 


Eftate, gives life to the other paxts, and puts them 
in motion. In theſe three branches the legiſla- 


tive power, and (of courſe) the ſupreme and abſo- 
tate authority of he State in a Sn 25 
tion. 7 neee, 


tives of the people, to the unblemiſhed honour of 
the Nobility, and to the Majeſty of the King, the 


community with confidence entruſts its rights; ſecure 


that from the identity of intereſts between the _— 
legiflative power and the body of the people No: 
propoſal can obtain the requiſite content” of the 
three conſtituent parts, that i 18, no Jaw can S be 
: enacted, which is not common to, and equally bind- 


3 neither 


9 MY NE and integrity of the Repreſenta- 


ing -upon — member af the community; 5 (9) 
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OE 
neither prince nor peer can arrogate to himſelf. 
immunity or exemption from the laws, whoſe pro- 

/: 
tection is equally extended to the peaſant; the 


meaneſt cottager, as to his perſon. and property, is 
equally ſecured in his humble hut, as the great 
baron in his lordly hall; every man's houſe is his 
caſtle, and the Jaws are its defenders. This is Civil 
Liberty; not a ſickly exotic reared. in the hot-bed 
of ſedition, but like our oak, a native of our iſland, 
rooted in its ſoil, raiſed to its magnificent growth 
by the genial air of the climate, and preſerved in 
3 vigour bye our free conſtitution. 


0 my Country, let me hail thee as * EY 
Lance: of heroes, the ſchool of ſages, the bulwark 
of the pure reformed religion, the ſeat of com- 
merce, the impregnable fortreſs of liberty, the ad- 
miration and envy of mankind ! Ha: ppy are thy 
ſons, if they would know their happineſs ! 1 They __ 
know it: their unanimity and manly exertions in 
defence 


1 29 J 


| defence of their Sovereign and the Conſtitution ſhow 


that they are ſenſible of the bleſſings they enjoy, 


and that they are worthy of them. I look upon 
ny Countrymen with reſpect and love: I glory in 
my Country: I bleſs my God that I was. born an 
Eng ings. 


The publick ſpirit is now rouſed to defend theſe 
bleſſings, and the publick faith is engaged to pro- 
tect our Allies againſt the inſidious artifices and hoſ- 


tile attacks of atheiſtical, ferocious, and ſanguinary 
ruffians, who have violated every law human and 


divine, and declared war againſt all mankind ; 


ST Havoc, and ſpoil, and ruin are their- gain.“ 


But happily © the glory of heroiſm and the len. 


dor of conqueſt” are at preſent clouded by defeat; 


and the * ſcientific principle” which hath” been 


held out as the © Polar Star, by which the veſſel 


of the ſlate was to be guided in a bolder navigation 


to 
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to Siſeaver in unexplored regions, the treafures ft is 
| public felicity, is found to be a meteor, whoſe 
baleful glare has led theſe wretched Pilots to daſh: 
it againſt a rock in a tempeſtuous ſea, where it muſt 
inevitably periſh, unleſs the power of the Almighty 
God delivers it from the danger. We hope that 
the deeds of oppreſſion, devaſtation, and horror, 
which diſgrace the preſent age, and which hiſtory 
cannot record without a tear, are imputable only to 
a faction of ſavages; and that the great body of the 
people have looked upon them with abhorrence; ; 
we hope that there is yet religion and goodneſs 
enough in the nation to recommend it to the mercy 
and favour of God; and in this hope we pray for 
the re-eftabliſhment of their peace under a free and 
equal govemment, which may have the wiſdom to 
revive the ſpirit of religion among them, and the 
power to ſecure to them —_—_ _ and ſolid 
happinels. | 
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LL 
How near this deſired event may be, or what 
other atrocious deeds are deſtined to fill up the mea- 
ſure of their guilt, we muſt leave to the diſpoſal of 
the Almighty ; for when the Lord ariſeth to ſhake 
terribly the earth, whether it be by peſtilence, by 
earthquakes, by ſtorm and tempeſt, or by the ſword 
and the fierceneſs of man, we know that theſe are de- 
legated by an offended God to execute his vengeance ; 
but how far the commiſſion to deſtroy extends, we 
cannot know; our duty is to ſtand in awe before 
the Almighty, to deprecate his wrath, and implore : 
his gracious protection. 1 


And may the dreadful ſcenes among that infatu- 
ated people be an admonition to us, that we endea- 
vour to preſerve our happy Conſtitution ſacred and 
inviolable. We know the conditions: if we fear 
God and honour the King, we may with a well- 
grounded confidence, hope that peace and happi . 
nefs, truth and juſtice, religion and piety, may be 
55 G. _ eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed | among - us. for all generations, T heſe, 


and all other bleſſings, for them, for us, and all 
that fear thee, | O God, we humbly beg- in the name 


and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our moſt bleſſed Lord 
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(N. x 1.5 


Mocn has been ſaid 3 the Rights of Man and the Natural 

Equality of Men, with little reaſoning indeed and leſs preciſion, but 
with much hardy aſſertion and inflammatory declamation. Would 
thoſe, who endeavour to propagate this dofiring, abate a little of their 
virulent ry abuſive language, it would be pleaſant enough to hear 
them talk. After deſcanting in many uncourtly terms againſt the au- 
thority of an hundred or a thouſand years, © they proceed on to the time 
: when Man came from the hands of his Maker. What was he then ? 
— Man—Man was his high and only title. We are now (fay they) got 
at the origin of Man, and at the origin of his Rights. — But Man, 
as he came from the hands of his Maker, was a ſolitary being ; in that 
ſtate what rights could he claim, and from whom? We ſoon find him 
A huſband and a father; here his rights began, that is, in his ſocial 


ſtate, and encreaſed as men multiplied on. the face of the earth. The 
firſt 


5 141 
firſt man was created in the full vigour of manhood; the firſt man, 


that was born of woman, was born an infant, as were all ſucceeding 
generations : this alone ſhows that the natural equality of men is a 
chimera which never did, never could poſſibly exiſt. Enquiries into 
the origin of civil government are rather curious than uſeful ; but the 
fact cannot be © th-t the individuals themſelves, each in his own per- 
ſonal and ſovereign right, entered into compact with each other to pro- 
duce a government.“ | Government implies law; law is a rule of civil 

action preſcribed by ſome ſuperior, but where each individual has a 

ſovereign right, there can be no ſuperior, That a people of Sove- : 


reigns ſhould unite to raiſe a Sovereign, under whom each individual 


retains his Sovereignty even over his Sovereign—this is ſuch a compli- 


cated abſurdity, that common ſenſe bluſhes at the ſuppoſition; of its 


effects, where an attempt is made to put it in Bn, a neighbour- 


ing nation roms us n.. inſtances, +} 


(#2 ) 
11 this be a ſcriptural, a legal, a conſtitutional FE TIOTEY of the 
high office and ſacred charaQer of the Sovereign, can we hear, with- ; 
out abhorrent-indignation, the diſreſpectful and degrading terms with 


which our metaphyſical politicians contaminate their theology ? To 
ſpeak of him as © no more than the firſt ſervant of the public, created 


by it, maintained by it, and reſponſible to it,“ does not become a 
good chriſtian, or a good citizen; it is little leſs, if leſs, than trea- 


| ſon; at leaſt © it is not ſeemly for ſervants to have rule over princes,” 


But 


E $$] 

But this irreverence is ſtill aggravated by a ſcurrilous buffoonery, which 
delights in making villainous jeſts on his office and perſon : this malig- 
nity could be found only in the loweſt and meaneſt of mankind, and 
would be truly deſpicable, but that the black creeping viper is too nox- 
ious an animal to be deſpiſed. Tully has well delineated ſuch a wretch, 
40 Hominem fine re, fine fide, fine ſpe, fine ſede, fine fortunis, ore, 


lingua, manu, vita omni inquinatum.” : i 


(3) 

| Our antient laws are expreſs and deciſive on this point. Nihil 
| poteſt Rex quam quod de jure poteſt, ſays Bracton; attribuat igitur 
Rex legi quod lex attribuit ei, viz. dominationem et poteſtatem, non eſt 
enim Rex ubi dominatur voluntas et non lex. So Forteſcue, Non 
poteſt Rex Angliz ad libitum ſuum leges mutare ys ſui, principatu 
namque nedum regali, ſed et politico, ipſe fuo populo dominatur, 
Hence the ſacredneſs or inviolability of his perſon, each term has the 
ſame meating, and ſignifies © that no juriſdiction upon earth has power 
to try him in a criminal way ; much leſs to condemn him to death.” 
Bracton aſſigns a reaſon, Sunt etiam ſub rege liberi homines, et ſervi 
ejus poteſtati ſubjecti, et omnis quidem ſub. eo, et ipſe ſub nullo, niſi 
tantum ſub Deo. Parem autem non habet in regno ſuo, quia fic amit- - 
teret preceptum, cum par in parem non habet imperium. Item nec, 
multo beiden ſuperiorem nec potentiorem habere debet, quia ſic eſſet 
inferior ſibi ſubjeQis, et inferiores pares eſſe non poſſunt potentioribus. . 
| I ] ö lpſe 


c 26 * 

11 autem rex non debet eſſe ſub homine, ſed ſub deo et fab * 
quia lex facit regem. Lib. 1. cap. 9. The learned and benevolent aſ-- 
ſertor of the Laws of Nature argues in the ſame manner, but more for- 
cibly : he deſerves attention. Vid. Cumberland de legg.  Nature.: 

| Conſettaria, II. Blackſtone obſerves that * if any foreign juriſ-- 

dition had this power, as was formerly claimed: by the Pope, the in-- 
dependence of the kingdom would be no more: and if ſuch. a power 
were veſted in any domeſtic tribunal, there would. ſoon be an end of 
the conſtitution, by deſtroying the free agency of one of the conſtitu- 
ent parts of the ſovereign legiſlative power.” This remark ſhows: 
deep thought and ſolid judgment : it leads us to reflect that invio- 
| lability is annexed alſo to the other branches of the legiſlature con- 
fidered in their political capacity: it leads us further to reflect that 
the violation of the rights of one branch tends to the deſtruction of 
the whole. We know that about the middle of the laſt century, ſoon- 
after the murder of the King, the Commons voted the Houſe of Lords 
to be uſeleſs and dangerous; they were diveſted of their rights. Not 
long after, the ſole exiſting branch, the repreſentatives. of the people, 
funk beneath the inſolent tyrant of their free commonwealth, who en- 
tered their Houſe with a File of Muſqueteers, drove them out, took 
away their Speaker 8 Mans, and Jocked: the door. 


(4) To 


E 5 


(4) 
To ſecure the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, even againſt the 


command of the King to the contrary, our Laws from old times re- 


quired an oath from each of the Judges of the King's Courts at their 
firſt appointment to their "office, Juſticiarius iſte inter cætera ſic jura- 
bit, © ſe juſtitiam miniſtraturum omnibus hominibus coram eo placi- 


tantibus, inimicis et amicis, nec ſic facere differet, etiamſi Rex per 


literas ſuas, aut ore tenus, contrarium juſſerit.““ Forteſcue: The rea- 


der perhaps may not be diſpleaſed to ſee this part of the Judge's oath. 


required by Stat. 4. 18 Edw, III. A. D. 1344. Vous; jurez qe vous 


ne declarez a nully come droit per lettres du Roi ne de nully autre ne 


per autre cauſe D nan. 


This appeal to our antient laws ſhows that our anceſtors guarded” 


their rights with a watehful and jealous care againſt all invaſions of 


them, and tranſmitted them down to us ſacred and inviolable. The 


| ſpirit of our laws and the genius of our conſtitution have for ages ſup- 


ported theſe claims of Free Men. The Revolution in the year 1688 
did not give birth to this ſpirit, but aroſe from it, and from it received 


its ſanction: the aſſociations therefore to celebrate that great event, 


and the engagements to act upon revolution- principles, are liable to 
the charge of futility ; it were to be wiſhed that no word of a blacker | 


IA could with OY be added. A Government founded upon re- 
volution. 
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1 
volution- principles is a ſoleciſm in politics; 16 every revolution is a 
diſſolution of government, as far as it goes. What ſhould we think of 

a marriage-ſettlement founded upon principles proviſionary of a divorce? 
A caſe, we know, may poſſibly happen which would juſtify a divorce 
by the laws of God and Man; but the ſuppoſition of ſuch a caſe in 
the articles of agreement would be an unpardonable affront to the con- 
traQting parties: ſo in government, to put caſes of extreme neceſſity, 
which have no real exiſtence, and to argue from them, is indelicate, 


is inſolent, is malignant. „% 


This appeal ſhows alſo the ich rape which is due, and which 
every wiſe and good man will pay to our antient Lawyers; ſome of 
| whom drew up, and others of them digeſted and recorded thoſe laws, 
which are to this day the glory of Engliſhmen. That man muſt haz 
a forehead bomb-proof, who is hardy enough to aſſert that “ So little 
is plain ſenſe heard in the myſterious nonſenſe which is the cloak of 
political fraud, that the Cokes, and the Blackſtones, and the Burkes, 
ſpeak as if our right to freedom depended on its poſſeſſion by our an- 
ceſtors. This, to adopt for once the language of his aſſociate Tho- 
mas Pain, is «© a ſort of mule animal capable only of deſtroying,” we 5 
may add, engendered by malice upon ignorance. Mr. Burke ſpeaks 
for himſelf. Sir Edward Coke and Sir William Blackſtone were Juſ- | 
tices of the King's Courts; ill would it have become them to have 
been deſcanting on natural rights; their duty called upon them to de- 
cide according to the laws in being; in caſes of common law, the lex 
non 


[ 29 J 
non ſcripta, which is founded on general or particular cuſtoms, they 
could not deviate from antient uſage, precedents, and rules. The 
ſtatute law is a rule of civil conduct commanding what is right, and 
prohibiting what is wrong; therefore the primary and principal objects 
of the law are (civil) Rights and Wrongs.” The Common Law is 
the legitimate offspring of Common Senſe, the judicia communibus 


hominum ſenſibus infixa; the Statute Law is the Wiſdom of the whole 


legiſlative power, lex ſcripta, from the letter of which the Judge will 


not, without good reaſon, deviate. If the learned ſtudent would em- 


ploy his time in reading, and his faculties i in underſtanding thoſe vo- 


lumes of which he ſpeaks ſo contemptuouſly, he would find them a 


rich treaſury of profound ſcience and liberal ſentiment, which. might 


poſſibly induce him to recal his wanton cenſure; he would find the 


Inſtitutes and the Commentaries of theſe venerable Sages to be repo- 
ſitaries and elucidations of thoſe Laws, which ſecure the life, the liberty, 


the property, the political welfare and the domeſtic n of every 


individual of the nen, 


(5) 
The Laws of Edward the confeſſor, which are ſuppoſed to be a 
; aigelt of the Laws of Alfred, required this oath. The Chapter de 


| Regis Officio, &c. is too long to be tranſcribed here; and too excellent FS 


to be given in a mutilated ſtate. Vid. Leges Edoardi inter leges Anglo- 


Saxon : per Wilkins. The haughty Norman in all the pride of conqueſt 
| | I | | | | ſubmitted 


> [ 30 J | | : 
| ſubmitted to take this oath, and confirmed the Laws of Edward by 


Charter, from which even his own Barons ſoon caught the ſacred flame 


of Liberty. It is not to be expected that this ſhould always have ſhined 


with equal luſtre ; the circumſtances of ſome particular times, and the 


Jong civil wars between the Houſes of York and Lancaſter were as 


clouds obſcuring the ſun; the artful and rapacious government of 
Henry VII. and the inſolent and impetuous tyranny of Henry VIII. 
were indeed very oppreſſive, but, though not intentionally yet in the 
event, very favourable to liberty, as the one removed the yoke of the 
feudal ſyſtem, and the other delivered the nation from its degrading 


ſubjection to the Papal See. The ſplendid. deſpotiſm of a Maiden 


Queen diminiſhed its light, but could not extinguiſh its fire 3 it reco- 


vered its force under James I. and in the reign of his unhappy ſon burſt : 


out into a terrible conflagration ; as that ſubſided, it ſettled into a ge- 
nial flame, and has purged away every ſtain of tyrannic power, _ 
Donec longa dies, perfecto temporis orbe, | 
Concretam exemit labem, purumque reliquit 5 


Ztherium ſenſum, atque aurai ſimplicis ignem.— EN EID. vi. 


oṏIklk 


From the manner. in Which theſe metaphyſical politicians ſpeak O 


our Anceſtors, one would think they were a Horde of Orang-Outangs 
that had juſt ſcratched and cudgeled each other into good manners, but 
' wanted the new ſcientific. principle to rationalize, and organize, and fra- 
| | | = | ternize 


. 
* bw; 
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E 
ternize them. We think very differently. Common ſenſe has been 

the equal gift of God to mankind in all ages. The ſun ſhined as 
bright four thouſand years ago as it does at this day; and, unhappily 

for the credit of theſe illuminated and illuminating philoſophers, there 
is nothing new under the ſun. Catiline made as fene a ſpeech among 
his banditti of cut-throats againſt the corruptions of government and 
the inſolence of wealth, and in favour of the natural rights and equa- 

* men, as was ever ſpouted in the Jacobin Club or Revolution- 

Society. Munſter yet remembers John of Leyden, and his aſſociate, 

| chieftain, and hangman Cniperdoling, at the head bf their rabble of T 
levellers. The Tree of Liberty is a ſcion from Kett's Oak of Refor- | 
mation, Cade and Tyler were guided by the ſame polarity to ſeek 
for treaſures in the ocean of equalization; and John Ball, Tyler's 
graceleſs chaplain, was a ribald as profoundly verſed in the black art of 
ſedition, as any of his ribald ſueceſſors in the preſent times: All theſe 
profeſſed to enlighten, and promiſed to elevate; but their light, like the 

mines of the infernal lake, ſerved only to retider daknefs vitle ; and 
their elevation never roſe 12 than in arborem infelicem ſuſpendi. 


i 1 


dresses quia « eorum (regum) alter perperam agere liber eſt, "Ke 
tate hujuſmodi non augetur, ut poſſe langueſcere morive Potentia non 


eſt, ſed propter privationes in adjecto Impotentia Potius denominan- 


dum. —Forteſeue. | | | | Os 8 


r cn Co EE 


[ 32 I 
25 


2 


(8) 


te The diſtinQion of rank and honours is neceſſary in every well-go- 


verned ſtate: in order to reward ſuch as are eminent fo their ſervices 


to the public, in a manner the moſt deſirable to individuals, and yet 


without burden to the community; exciting thereby an ambitious yet 
laudable ardor, and generous emulation, in others. And emulation, 


or virtuous ambition, is a ſpring of action which, however dangerous 


or invidious in a mere republic or under a deſpotic ſway, will cer- 


tainly be attended with good effects under a free monarchy; where, 


without deſtroying it's exiſtence, it's exceſſes may be continually re 


ſtrained by that ſuperior power, from which all honour 18 derived. 


Such a ſpirit, when nationally diffuſed, gives life and vigour to the 


community; it ſets all the wheels of government in motion, which, 


under a wiſe regulator, may be directed to any beneficial purpoſe; and | 


thereby every individual may be made ſubſervient to the public, good, 


while he principally means to promote his own particular views. A 


| body of nobility is alſo more peculiarly neceſſary in our mixed and 


compounded conſtitution, in order to ſupport the rights of both the 


crown and the people, by forming a barrier to withſtand the encroach- 
ments of both. It creates and preſerves that gradual ſcale of dignity, 


which proceeds from the peaſant to the prince; riſing like a pyramid 


from a broad foundation, and diminiſhing to a point as it riſes. It is 


this aſcending and contracting proportion that adds ſtability to any go- 


— 


vernment; 


Ta 


wvernment; or when the departure is ſudden from one extreme to 
another, we may pronounce that ſtate to be precarious. The nobility 
therefore are the pillars, which are reared from among the people, 
more immediately to ſupport the throne ; and, if that falls, they muſt 
alſo tbe buried under its rains. Accordingly, when in the laſt century 
the commons had determined to extirpate monarchy, they alſo voted 
the houſe of lords to be uſeleſs and dangerous. And ſince titles of no- 
5 bility are thus expedient in the ſtate, it is alſo expedient that their 
owners ſhould form an independent and ſeparate branch of the legiſla- 
ture. If they were confounded with the maſs of the people, and like 
them had only a vote in electing repreſentatives, their privileges would 
ſoon be borne down and overwhelmed by the popular torrent, which 
would effectually level all diſtinctions. It is therefore highly neceſſary 
that the body of nobles ſhould have a diſtin& aſſembly, diſtin& deli. 
berations, and diſtin powers from the commons,” —Blackſtone's Com- 
mentaries, Book 1. Ch. 2. - 


I 

Hoc eſt Inſtitutum Seculare, quod ut obſervetur volo, et hoc eſt. 

Volo ut quilibet homo jure communi ſit dignus, ſive pauper, ſive dives, 
et ei juſtum judicium judicetur.— Prima Legg. politic. Eadgari. 


In magnam Cartam, Cap, xxxVIII, Salve fint, &c. Sir Edward 
Coke ſays, it is principally to be obſerved, that here is not any ſaving 
„ , - EY 


. 9 
at t all for the Sian his heirs, or Weed to the end that the King, 
his heirs, and ſucceſſors, againſt all pretences of evaſions, ſhould be 


| bound by all the branches of * * n, 


The ſecond is, that all the Cuſtoms, and Libere, which the King 
had granted to be holden within his. Realm, for him and his heirs, the 
King himſelf and his heirs, as much as appertained t to him or them, 
ſhould obſerve _ * | 

The third is, that all the men of this Realm, as well of the Clergy 
as of the Laity, the ſaid Cuſtoms and Liberties for themſelves and 
Gear n as much as to them appertained, ſhould obſerve and keep. 

* 
This i is the chief felicity of a kingdom, when ood Laws are reci- 


* of Prince and people (wi is here T7 2s duly obſerved, | 


7 1066. | 


FINIS. 


